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Abstract

devices for information communication technology have resulted in the rapid circulation of
knowledge and have transformed the information handling activities in research and ac;ademi'
libraries in India. Research and academic libraries, mostly associated with universities and
research institutions as centers of library services,have enormously improved with the

expeditious changes in information communication technology. The emergence of mod

network for society.



— — s 4

Keywords : ICT, ICT Literacy, Digital Library, Subject gateways ,E-resources Online

Database, Library networking.

Introduction:

Libraries must continuously improve themselves with up-to-date computer
technologies for knowledge transmission and networks. To sustain efficient services,

library professionals need to have knowledge and skills in ICT techniques and handling

have modern digital techriologies and their applicability to knowledge handling activities
that have helped in distributing qualitative services to end users. To assist the

What is ICT?

The term ICT describes the use of computer based technology and the internet to make
Imation and COmmunications services av

broadly 1o address a range of technologies, i
device

info ailable to wide a range of users, The term is used
ncluding telephones and emerging technology

S. Central to these jg the internet, which provides the mechanism for transporting data in a
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Number of fomats including text, images, sound and video.

Access to the Web based resources :

E-Journals: Libraries have been expected to easily cope with the dual issues of ever
increasing prices of the journals and space requirements for back issues. Nevertheless, libraries
o maintain back issues of the journals, usually in bound form. E-Journals

are required t
provide the librarians a remedy to these issues without remarkably changing the service levels.
E-Journals can be approached via the Internet from any web. enabled personal computers.
E-Books: The E-Book has been elucidated as a text corresponding to a book that is in electronic
form to be unveiled on a computer screen. E-books can be read just like a paper book, using
dedicated E-Book readers like Kindle, Kobo Touch, or others, or GemStar or other reader
software on a computer screen after downloading it. Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETD):
Theses produced at universities are effective sources of knowledge for further research.

A large number of universities have transformed their dissertations collection into electronic
libraries and have made them available on the Internet for global access.
Digital Library Archives :

Libraries have been repositories of local information and owned
publications like manuscripts, rare books, maps, photographs and paintings. Archives are also
part of library system, particularly in research and development organizations. In other instances
like university libraries, college libraries, and academic libraries, their publications such as

thesis, research reports constitute the cognitive strength of the organization.

Subject Gateways :

Libraries’ subject guides or have pathfinders are analytical assignments for
librarians. Such guides are normally developed in consultation with the subject experts, who
select the resources after careful assessment. One of the most useful ways to discover reliable

r S . . . . . . . 2
csources in a particular subject discipline is to use subject-based Internet gateways and archives.

Use of ICT tools by libraries :

Now every library is undergoing a transformation from paper to

& -“%
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digital. It is essential for librarians in India to take part in this changing scenario. ICT has |
provided libraries with new technologies to advance their resources and services. The follow1ng
ICT tools have been used for libraries, computers, printers, pen drive, DVD & CD ROMs, digital
camera, web OPAC, modem, scanner, animation technology, €-mail, e-group, fax, internet,

intranet, mobile phones and video conferencing. These are helping expand information literacy

in the use of ICT among library professionals.

Impact of ICT on Librarians
Presently ICT has‘ impact on different levels of librarians. Improvement in ICT and the

extensive use of ICT result in electronic information sources and digital media collections and

archives becoming the supreme form of knowledge storage and retrieval.ICT also sustains and
makes new roles for librarians. ICT, with its significant knowledge sources and easy approach,
ensures the benefits that users wil] demand.It also increases and elucidates the librarian’s

demand for library development. It is effective source for information centers.

Emerging ICT Technologies for Library Services :

research and development libraries in India:
- Approach by touch — Disseminate library services.
. Cellular Technology

. 108 Technology

- Smart card Technology

- Talking Computer Library — Robot

- Social Networking

- RFID and Smart card

- CDROM Searching

- Online Networking

- Photostat '

. Online Information services

- News Clipping Scanning Services

oS
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. Online —Reservation Services
. Database Searching Serviges
. Audio Visual Services
. Internet Access
. E-Query Services
. E-Journals
. E-Books
. E-Lists
- Barcode technology
. Printing Technology
. Web Rings
. FAQs
. Digital Archives
. Bulletin Boards
. Web Exhibitions
- Virtual Help Desks
Use of ICT tools to provide and disseminate knowledge has been slowly adopted in a
great number of libraries. This may be due to different issues such as inadequate ICT facility or
funds and Mmanagement reasons. Libraries should aggressively invest in ICT technologies,

applications and soft training skills in librarians. All the above ICT services are needed for the

today libraries.
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